
DCD Square Foot Cost Analysis Sustainable Housing - December 2011

Moderate — Single Family
LEED Certified for Homes
Insulated Concrete Forms/Metal Roof      
2 Floors
Living Area 2,020 sq.ft.

Total Area 3,940 sq.ft.
(basement & garage)

Above Average — Single Family
NAHB-Gold/Energy Star
Concrete Siding/Shingle Roof
2 Floors
Living Area 3,610 sq.ft.
  
Total Area (garage & porches)  4,613 sq.ft.

Moderate-Plus — Single Family
Energy Star 5 Star 
Metal & Composite Siding/Metal Roof  	
2 Floors
Living Area   2,289 sq.ft.

Total Area (unfinished basement & garage)  4,312 sq.ft.
Square Cost does not include cost of solar PV system

Moderate-Plus — Single Family
Passive Solar 
Concrete Siding/Shingle Roof		
2 Floors
Living Area 2,800 sq.ft.

Total Area (garage) 3,808 sq.ft.

Above Average — Multi-Family 12 Apartment
Active Solar Collection Sustainable
Metal Panel/Metal Roof
Living Area 12,500 sq.ft.

Student Housing — 152 Bed
Mix of Individual Apartments & Suites
LEED Silver
Structural Insulated Panel (SIP)/Shingle  50,500 sq.ft.
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The projects high-
lighted here show a 

variety of environmental-
ly friendly home building 
methods along with their 
dif ferent ratings attained 
from NAHB, LEED® and 
Energy Star® and their 
projected cost to build 
across the nation. 

The cost per square 
foot does not include ar-
chitectural and engineer-
ing fees. Square footage 
is broken out in two cat-
egories: living area and 
total area with square 
footage cost for each. All 
projects were escalated 
to December 2011 and 
then to select cities. 

These projects are 
housed in the DCD Ar-
chives™ at DCD.COM. 
The DCD Archives in-
clude over 1,400 proj-
ects as published in 
DCD magazine for cost 
modeling. For more 
information or to sub-
scribe to DCD login at 
w w w.dcdarchives.com. 


