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Housing continues to be a problem for the construction industry 
with declines approaching 20%. Commercial and Public con-

struction are still offsetting this monumental shortfall with increases 
in double digits.  In commercial, the lodging industry leads the 
pack with an increase of close to 60%, with office construction at 
30%.  In Public construction, healthcare, schools and civil-engi-
neering projects are posting strong double-digit increases.  It is 
important to remember that housing accounts for 60% of private 
spending and 45% of total spending, so the hope remains that 
these commercial and public sectors will sustain their increases.  
At publication, the total construction industry is 2-3% off of last 
year’s mark.
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ARMSTRONG CEILINGS

Formations™ Curves Acoustical Clouds

	 Formations Acoustical Clouds 
from Armstrong are now available 
in curved shapes. Designed to en-
hance acoustics, especially in open 
plenum spaces, the new line of 
Formations Curves includes circular, 
oval, rounded square and rounded 
rectangle shapes. The unique system 
consists of ceiling panels with pre-cut 
corners, and a kit containing all the 

components needed to create the cloud.  For more informa-
tion, visit armstrong.com/ceilings or call 877- ARMSTRONG.
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PERFORMANCE FLOORING SOLUTIONS

Whatever your flooring needs, Dur-A-Flex has the 
right solutions. Our versatile seamless flooring appli-

cations provide improved 
safety, minimum downtime, 
easy maintenance and long 
lasting performance. With 
40 years of experience, in-
novation and a nation-wide 
network of quality flooring 
contractors, Dur-A-Flex, Inc. 
is the smart choice. 

For more information,  
contact DUR-A-FLEX Inc. at 
(800) 253-3539 or visit us 

online at  www.dur-a-flex.com.

Construction Materials
Construction material costs still remain flat.  Lumber prices 

are down but seem to be moderating.  This could be due to the 
seasonality of lumber prices — time will tell late this fall.  Steel and 
steel products are starting to increase again; stainless is posting 
dramatic gains.  Steel should be watched for the next several 
months for continued substantial increases.  

Rubber Products
After sharp increases in 2004-2005, rubber has moderated and 

remains flat in 2006-2007.  Stockpiles have risen in the last 12 months 
so a downturn in the world economy or a decrease in crude oil prices 
could trigger a reversal in the gains over the last 3 years. 

Limestone
After moderate increases of 3-4% in 2004-2005, limestone is 

surging ahead.  Fueled by commercial construction, increases in 
fuel prices, as well as the availability of product, limestone will 
likely increase by over 15% this year.  Fuel costs and new quarries 
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Architectural Building Components

Architectural Building Components solves roofing 
problems using metal. We manufacture a wide ar-
ray of IBC compliant, Energy Star® rated, concealed 

fastener roof systems for both 
low slope and high slope ap-
plications. We also make ex-
posed fastener roof and wall 
cladding systems. Our unique 

Archzilla trucks allow us to run panels directly onto the 
roof therefore eliminating shipping difficulties of long 
panels. We can also produce trim up to 32-feet long. 
Full length roof panels and long trim help eliminate 
many potential leaks.

Featured in Mississippi Baptist Health Systems, Inc.  
Madison County Development, 

Medical Office Building case study, page 47.
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Sportweave carpet tiles

Sportweave carpet tiles combine the comfort-
able appearance of carpet with the versatility, ease of 

maintenance and durabil-
ity of a rubber surface.  Its 
polypropylene fiber creates 
a fast-drying, antimicro-
bial surface that withstands 

moisture, stains, and the long-term placement of furni-
ture and equipment – all backed by a 7-year abrasive 
wear warranty!  Sportweave comes in a wide variety of 
colors and textures, and can be custom cut into patterns, 
curves, borders, and logos. 

For more information, contact Centaur Floor Systems at 
(800) 536-9007 or visit us online at www.centaurfloors.com.

Circle #120 On Reader Service Card

Construction Sand
After 1-2% increases in 2004-2006 construction sand is on the 

move.  Commercial and Public Works construction have added to 
the demand.  Fuel costs are the primary driver along with a shortfall 
in supply.  New pits and their licensing are a continued problem.  
This all contributes to a 6-9% increase over last year.

Millwork
Probably due to the dramatic decline in the housing sector, 

millwork has fluctuated up and down for the past three years.  
After a small rebound in 2006, millwork remains flat for 2007.  
Until housing returns or lumber prices escalate, millwork can be 
expected to remain flat.

Clay and Ceramic  
Posting moderate gains of 2-4% over the last 3 years, clay 

and clay products have shown consistent increases akin to those 
of skilled labor.  This sector does not seem to show the volatility 
of other sectors and should continue to increase at the same 
moderate rate.
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near major markets will become more and more of a problem 
and add to further increases. 

Circle #119 On Reader Service Card

Finestone Brochure 

BASF Wall Systems announces the availability of a new 
brochure that provides an overview of its Finestone brand. 

The brochure provides illustrations of 
Finestone EIFS, stucco, cement-board 
stucco and textured acrylic surfacing 
systems. It also provides information on 
technical support, warranties and other 
services that BASF Wall Systems offers 
to architects, builders and contractors 
using Finestone. 

Please visit www.wallsystems.basf.com for more 
information.
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CURVED ROOFING AND WALL PANELS

Curveline service center can crimp-curve metal 
panels in a wide range of profiles, substrates and  

finishes. Applications include 
curved walls,  roofs, decks,  
canopies, fascias, mansards, 
and more. Specifiers may source 
panels from manufacturers in 
100+ factory locations and select 

the desired angle and radius of curvature, including 
simple, complex and multi-radius curves.

Phone: 888-998- 0311 or 909-947-6022
Web: www.met-tile.com/curveline

Email: curveline@curveline.com
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